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illustrated. 1828 Excerpt: . . . Jnents, in order to increase their utility; wishing, as he said, that his wife, the
empress, might also contribute to the welfare of his subjects. The empress accordingly gathered the silkworms
from the trees, and. with the women attached to her household, endeavored to tend them with much care in
the imperial apartments, to supply them abundantly with mulberry leaves, and to keep them very clean. It was
soon dis. covered that they thrived more in rooms than in the open air, where they were constantly exposed to
their natural enemies, serpents and spiders, and to the ill effects of changes of temperature; all which were
obviated by subjecting them to domestic care. The cocoons gathered in the open air, and in the rooms, were
also very different; the latter being not only more numerous, but of a better quality, and richer in silk. Care was
afterwards taken that the eggs were hatched within the rooms; and there were thus two kinds of silk culture; the
natural and the artificial; the superiority of the latter becoming gradually more and more manifest. 6. Similar
exertions for the domestic culture, were made by the succeeding empresses, among whom the consort of the
Augustus of China, Yao, principally distinguished herself. That art became thus the principal occupation of the
empresses, and several apartments of the imperial palace were given up to it. From the highest rank of females,
it came to be exercised bythe whole fair sex, and...
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