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Moonlight, the type of peace, was looking down from heaven upon the close of a wild war of wind and waves.
She was an old moon: though she was high in the sky, the thinnest of gray lines in the far east warned the
rebellious elements that they had not much time left to smooth themselves into a fitting smile of welcome for
the sun. Already the wind had sunk into the dead silence that so often follows a more than usually furious gale;
and the silver road of the moon was unbroken save by a few black hollows here and there. But the waves were
still heaving and swelling against the huge wall of rock with a thundering force that outlasted the strength of
the wind that had called them into fury. It was one of those scenes where Nature is all in all - where the deepest
human interest is like a blot and an intrusion. None was likely to intrude. All who had the ill-fortune to be at sea
that night were keeping off as far as they could from that perilous lee-shore; none who were safe on shore were
likely to be wandering about in such a place and at such an hour. And yet here, upon the very edge of a narrow
shelf of rocks at the foot of the cliff, barely, if at all, beyond the bite of the still hungry waves, lay a man - as
soundly and serenely asleep as if on the softest, driest, and safest bed in all the world. He lay with his head to
the...
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