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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1868 edition. Excerpt: . elegant mouldings and the repose of the masses are
characteristic specimens of the early period of the Renaissance then just dawning, while they exhibit still the
Mediaeval treatment of the material. The ring of the Guadagni palace, the door of which like those of almost all
the Florentine palaces was protected by great nails against the strikes of the besieger s axe, is enriched with
dragons whose severe conventional contours are merely beaten into the surface without affecting the main-
lines. Italian bronze castings are still very superior specimens of works of that kind. The revival of the antique,
and the improvement and refinement of design and workmanship acted upon the artist as a powerful
stimulant for the exercise of his creative power, and for la, vishing, in noble emulation, the rich fruit of his
imagination even on comparatively insignificant objects. The early Renaissance period on the whole preserved
the form of the ring, as shown by numerous specimens on the doors of many houses of almost all Italian towns,
and on gates of churches and sacristies, the door-handle of Sta. Croce pulpit being an excellent example of
simple beauty and elegance. The greater part of these productions date from the later Renaissance period up
to the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries; an epoch in which mannerism already fettered High Art, but in
which also fresh impulse and development were lent to the Useful Arts and especially to the manufacture of
bronzes, mastering the accomplishment...
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