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occurs in both sexes, and is generally stated to be most frequent between the ages of 3 and 20, the maximum
incidence being between the ages of 12 and 13; but older people are by no means exempt, and in them the
symptoms are apt to be severe. Although the disease often occurs in persons in robust health, general debility
acts as a predisposing cause, as also - as first pointed out by Hutchinson - does arsenic when taken over long
periods of time; but that arsenic is only an indirect cause is clearly shown by the small number who are affected
out of the multitude who take the drug. Herpes zoster may be symptomatic, and, as such, is seen in certain
diseases of the nervous system, as tabes dorsalis and myelitis; in the latter the eruption often corresponds to the
upper level of the anaesthesia. Chronic peripheral irritation, e.g. caries of a rib or nerve injuries, will also
sometimes give rise to attacks, which in such cases may be recurrent. The disease is probably of a specific
nature, as shown by its acute onset, definite course, the infrequency of second attacks, and by the fact that it
often recurs in distinct epidemics. Head considers it an acute inflammatory affection of the posterior root
ganglia, analogous to that of the cells of the anterior cornua in acute anterior poliomyelitis. Symptoms and
Course. - An attack of herpes zoster is usually ushered in with general feelings of malaise and a rise of
temperature, which, in children, may reach 102 F.; superadded to these symptoms being acute pain and...
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