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Createspace, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 279 x 216 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****The U.S.-Colombia Free Trade Agreement, or U.S. Colombia Trade
Promotion Agreement, as it is officially called, is a comprehensive free trade agreement (FTA) between the
United States and Colombia, which will eventually eliminate tariffs and other barriers in bilateral trade in goods
and services. The agreement will enter into force on May 15, 2012. On October 3, 2011, President Barack Obama
submitted draft legislation (H.R. 3078/S. 1641) to both houses of Congress to implement the FTA. On October 12,
2011, the House passed H.R. 3078 (262-167) and sent it to the Senate. The Senate passed the implementing
legislation (66-33) on the same day. The agreement was signed by both countries almost five years earlier, on
November 22, 2006. The Colombian Congress approved it in June 2007 and again in October 2007, after it was
modified to include new provisions agreed to in the May 10, 2007 bipartisan understanding between
congressional leadership and President George W. Bush. Upon entry into force, the agreement will immediately
eliminate duties on 80 of U.S. exports of consumer and industrial products to Colombia. Most remaining tariffs
will be eliminated within 10 years of implementation. The congressional debate surrounding the CFTA mostly
centered on violence, labor, and human rights issues in Colombia. Numerous Members of Congress opposed
passage of the agreement because of concerns about alleged violence against union members in Colombia,
inadequate efforts to bring perpetrators to justice, and weak protection of worker rights. However, other
Members of Congress supported the CFTA and took issue with these charges, stating that Colombia had made
great progress over the last ten years to curb violence and enhance security. They also argued that U.S.
exporters were...
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