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illustrated. 1865. Excerpt: . . . impediment came to his speech, which necessitated his leaving school, and
abstaining for a time from study. Shortly after this, the store-rooms of the Kitchen Garden department at Kew
were transferred to the Botanic Garden, and it was suggested that they might be converted into a seed room
and museum. As a beginning, and for amusement, Mr. Alexander Smith conveyed specimens of cones, fruit,
capsules, woods, etc. , which his father had from time to time collected, to this building, placing them on some
of the fruit-shelves. Sir William Hooker also sent all he had at his house, and this was the beginning of the Kew
Museum. In 1847 the centre room of the old building was fitted up. By this time specimens were becoming
numerous, and Mr. Alexander Smith continued to arrange them. In June, 1847, he became a paid servant at the
rate of a few shillings a week, and his salary was successively raised until, in 1856, it reached 104 per year, and
he was appointed Curator. By this time the whole of the old museum began to be overcrowded with specimens,
and the building of a new museum (No. 2) became the more necessary by the increase of the collection
resulting from the Paris Exhibition, --Mr. Alexander Smith having accompanied Sir William Hooker to Paris, to
assist him in making selections and purchases. In the spring of 1857, Mr. Alexander Smith began to arrange the
new museum, which was opened in...
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