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members around the world and almost 3,000 in the United States. It is one of the more liberal orders in the
Church, taking very public stands in the U.S. on behalf of social justice causes such as the promotion of
immigrants' rights and humanitarian aid, including assistance to Africa's poor, and against American
involvement in 'unjust wars." Jesuits have played an important part in Americanizing the Catholic Church and
in preparing Catholic immigrants for inclusion into American society. Starting off with the first Jesuit to reach
the New World - he was promptly murdered on the Florida coast - Schroth focuses on the key periods of the
Jesuit experience in the Americas, beginning with the era of European explorers, many of whom were
accompanied by Jesuits and some of whom were Jesuits themselves. Suppressed around the time of the
American Revolution, the Society experienced resurgence in the nineteenth century, arriving in the U.S. along
with waves of Catholic immigrants and establishing a network of high schools and universities. In the mid-
twentieth century, the Society transformed itself to serve an urbanizing nation. Schroth is not blind to the
Society's shortcomings and not all of his...
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