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CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on
demand. Paperback. 102 pages. Dimensions: 9.0in. x 6.0in. x 0.2in.An excerpt from the beginning of the first
chapter: IT is one thing to read and another thing to study; and yet reading is the chief means and the best
method of study when one is trying to understand a writer or a piece of literature. The lover of Shakespeare
begins by reading the plays for pure pleasure and ends by reading them for greater pleasure. In the meantime,
he may, so to speak, have taken them to pieces, examined their construction, looked at the words in which they
are written with a microscope, traced their historical connections, gone back to their sources. In doing this
work of analysisfor it is necessary to take a thing to pieces in order to find out how it is put togetherhe may
become so much interested in the detail of the work that he loses sight of Shakespeare altogether and becomes
a student of language, grammar, the structure of style, the evolution of the drama. This is what sometimes
happens to the scholar; in studying what may be called the mechanics of a work of art he loses sight of the art
itself. To such a student the plays of Shakespeare become a quarry out of which great masses of knowledge
may be taken. This is the study of Shakespeares language, methods, construction; but it is not the study of
Shakespeare; and it is with the study of Shakespeare that this paper concerns itself. The best approach to a
great book is by the way of simple enjoyment. If I am to see the Sistine Madonna for the first time I wish, above
all things, to give myself up to the...
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