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industrialized countries. By 1998, nearly six million people almost 3% of the adult population were under some
form of correctional supervision.2 These developments have had important consequences for criminal justice
institutions. More than 1000 new prisons have been built in the United States since 19803. Today state prisons
are forced to operate above their capacity. If you have a closer look at the criminal justice system of the United
States you could get the impression that crime is the product and punishment is the answer. Especially
conservative politicians, together with the mass media and activists in the victim rights movement advanced
that the criminal justice system has become more and more punitive since the late 1960s. This development is
documented at great length. In order to explain the increasing crime rates, most criminologists and sociologists
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