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OF LIEUTENANT GENERAL RUSSELL C. DAVIS, CHIEF, NATIONAL GUARD BUREAU, ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA AVIS
General D. Thank you, Madam Chairman, Senator Kyl, and distinguished members of the subcommittee.
Thanks again for the opportunity to come over and talk to you about the National Guard and our role in
homeland security. On 11 September when the World Trade Towers were attacked, two aircraG, F - 15s, from
the Massachusetts Guard were airborne and headed that way prior to the attack. Unfortunately, they didnt get
there in time. But those militiamen, as did the militiamen of 1636, served our country and reacted appropriately
when needed. Circumstances dictated that they come to the aid of the country and they responded. During the
1950 s, the Air National Guard started sitting runway alert, and they continue that and do it today. In like
manner, the Army National Guard had a role with the Nike missiles defending our country, defending our
shores for almost two decades. AGer that attack, the President asked of our United States mili-tary, be ready. I
am here to tell you our United States military is ready. My response to him is we are - active Guard, reserve,
Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine, and Coast Guard. It is that team that provides readiness to our country. Within
hours aGer that attack on the World Trade Center, Guardsmen from New York, Massachusetts, Virginia, North
Da-kota, Pennsylvania, and Maryland were right on the scene. They were joined by...
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