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illustrated. 1907 Excerpt: . . . which is a distinct breach of a hard-and-fast rule of the game, but about the
tempering justice with mercy in bringing the criminal to account. Let us first see what the custom is, in regard
to breach of this rule, and let us then see what the custom ought to be. With the first class, of those who touch
sand accidentally, occasionally, the custom certainly is to continue playing on, lightheartedly, as if they were all
unconscious of the rule and of their breach of it. And no one thinks of claiming the stroke as a foul one. Why--
because it is the custom not to claim it, and in the presence of this custom the man who claimed his rights,
under the rule, would be regarded as a sharp practitioner. There are, doubtless, also many cases in which the
player is himself quite unconscious of having touched the sand; he will indignantly deny having done so, and in
the absence of a referee the just claim results in nothing but mutual irritation. Next, what is the custom with
regard to the habitual touchers of the sand The first two offenses probably go unnoticed. At the third they are
possibly cautioned. At the fourth a threat is made to claim the hole. Probably this is about as often as their
opponent will have seen their bunker performances, and when the round is over they will tell all their friends
what an ungentlemanly fellow their late opponent is,...
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