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Excerpt: . 2. His housing, the buck s hide, of rude massy fold,
Was tasselled and tufted with trappings of gold; The henchman
was stalworth his buckler that bore; He had bowmen behind
him, and billmen before; He had Bellenden, Thorleshope,
Reddlefordgreen, And Hab o the Swire, and Jock of Poldean;
And Whitstone, and Halston, and hard-riding Hugh, Were all at
the back of bold Wat o the Cleuch. 3. As Wat o the Cleuch came
down through the dale, The hinds stood aghast and the
maidens grew pale, The ladies to casement and palisade ran,
The vassals to loop-hole and low barbican, And saw the bold
borderers trooping along, Each crooning his war-note or
gathering-song: O many a rosy cheek changed its hue When
sounded the slogan of Wat o the Cleuch 5 4. As downward they
passed by the Jed and the Roule,...
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