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America, eminent historian Benjamin Quarles provides one of the most comprehensive and readable accounts
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Turner, Frederick Douglass, Duke Ellington, Malcolm X, and the Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr., Quarles
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history also covers black participation in politics, the rise of a black business class, and the forms of
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not only surveys the role of black Americans as they engaged in the dual, simultaneous processes of
assimilating into and transforming the culture of their country, but also, in a portrait of the white response to
blacks, holds a mirror up to the deeper moral complexion of our nation's history. The restoration of this history
holds a redemptive quality -- one that can be used, in the author's words, as a "vehicle for present
enlightenment, guidance, and enrichment.".
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