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Number: KF27 . P89627 2006k OCLC Number: (OCoLC)86221782 Subject: Icebreakers (Ships) -- United States.
Excerpt: . .. 9 ping program for our potential claims outside the 200-mile limit there, and we need icebreaker
platforms to get there. We also have a growing need for an oil spill response system in the Arctic, which requires
icebreaker support. Third, marine access and shipping are increasing. We are going to see a large part of
Americas oil supply come out of the Arctic in the years to come. As Arctic sea ice disappears, marine access will
open up. Mr. Chairman, you and | have had discussions. The cost of a few icebreakers is very small compared to
building a new Panama Canal or building a Suez Canal, and having the icebreaker capability to support
commerce ultimately is a low cost relatively for the Country. Finally, as | mentioned before, claims to extend U.
S. sovereignty in the Arctic is another point the Commission has made. Whether or not the U. S. accedes to the
Convention on the Law of the Sea, we must conduct surveys of our Nations extended continental shelf in order
to support our claims of sovereignty, and there is no other platform that can do this. We have looked at the
submarines, and they can be very, very helpful, but we need the icebreaker plat-forms to make this go. With
that, I will conclude, but | want to underscore the issue which Chairman Bement brought to you, that the daily
operational cost of 100, 000 for the Healy puts science and scientists in a bind. | think we need to look at these
funding issues and the costs and try to balance the costs...
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